
BROADCAST TV 
TRANSITION:
What to Watch For

Remote Control Guide



Some local TV 
stations across the 
U.S. are changing their 
over-the-air broadcast 
frequencies and their 
viewers will need to 
rescan their TV  
to continue to receive 
those channels. 

This rescan guide has 
been created for people 
who use an antenna 
to watch over-the-air 
television. Viewers who 
subscribe to cable or 
satellite TV service will not 
need to take these steps.



TV Rescan 
Many over-the-air TV channels across the U.S. are 
changing frequencies to help open up airwaves 
for new high-speed wireless services. A change in 
frequency impacts how a channel is received  
over-the-air by your TV. 

If you watch over-the-air television with an 
antenna, you will need to rescan your TV set each 
time a station moves to a new frequency to ensure that 
your TV recognizes the new frequency when you tune to 
that channel. It’s the same scan that you did to find your 
local channels when you set up your TV or converter 
box for the first time.

The actual channel number on your TV will not change. 
After the TV is rescanned, the channel number you see 
will be the same as before.

Rescanning with 
Your Remote Control
The terminology for rescanning differs somewhat across 
manufacturers. Rescanning may also be referred to 
as auto-tuning, channel set-up, channel scan, channel 
search, auto-scan, auto-program, or other terminology 
depending on your TV make and model. Instructions are 
similar for most remote controls. 

While the terminology may differ, the process for 
rescanning is fairly simple. The following pages provide 
step-by-step instructions for several television brands. 
You should also consult your TV or converter box 
owner’s manual or visit the manufacturer’s website for 
instructions and customer service contact information. 

Additional help is available on the FCC website at  
www.fcc.gov/TVrescan or by calling 1-888-CALLFCC      
and selecting option “6.”



TV BRAND STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS

Haier
www.haier.com

•	Click the “Menu” button. 

•	Select “Channels.”

•	Click “Auto Tuning.”

Hitachi
www.hitachi.com

•	Click the “Menu” button.

•	Select “Channels.”

•	Then click “Air.”

•	You will be asked “Are 
you sure you want to 
auto channel scan?”

•	Click the “Yes” button.

Insignia
www.insigniaproducts.com

•	Click the “Menu” button.

•	Select “Antenna” as 
your source.

•	Then click “Scan.”

LG
www.lg.com

•	Click the “Home” button.

•	Hit the “Settings” button.

•	Then the “Channels” button.

•	Click the “Auto-
Tuning” button.

Panasonic
www.panasonic.com

•	Click the “Menu” button.

•	From the menu, click 
the “Set-Up” button.

•	Select “Antenna.”

•	Click the “Scan” button.

Philips
www.philips.com

•	Click the “Home” button.

•	Use the left/right button 
to select “Set Up.” 

•	Use the directional buttons to 
select “Search for Channels.” 

•	Hit the “OK” button.



TV BRAND STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS

Samsung
www.samsung.com

• Click the “Menu” button.

• From the menu,
select “Channel.”

• Click the “Auto
Program” button.

• Some Samsung models
require you to then click the
“Air” button. Others will just
immediately begin scanning.

Sharp
www.sharptvusa.com

• Click the “Quick Setup
Menu” button.

• From that menu,
select “Channel.”

• Then click “Auto
Channel Scan.”

Toshiba
tvna.compal-toshiba.com/
us/en/

• Click the “Menu” button.

• Using the up/down buttons,
click into the “Set Up” menu.

• Using the up/down buttons,
select “Auto Tune.”

Vizio
www.vizio.com

• Press the “Menu” button.

• Use the up/down buttons to
click into “Set-Up” menu.

• Use the up/down buttons
to select “Re-Tune.”

• Click the “OK” button.

Additional help is available on the FCC website at 
www.fcc.gov/TVrescan or by calling 1-888-CALLFCC 
and selecting option “6.”

http://tvna.compal-toshiba.com/us/en/


445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554
Web: www.fcc.gov/TVrescan

Phone: 1-888-225-5322
TTY: 1-888-835-5322
ASL Videophone: 1-844-432-2275
Fax: 1-866-418-0232

The information appearing in this document is for general informational purposes 
only. Reference to any specific commercial product or the use of any corporation 
name is for the information and convenience of the public, and does not constitute 
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the FCC. The FCC does not control or 
guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness of information contained 
on a linked website; does not endorse the organizations sponsoring linked websites; 
does not endorse the views they express or the products/services they offer; cannot 
authorize the use of copyrighted materials contained in linked websites. Users must 
request such authorization from the sponsor of the linked website. The sample of TV 
remote instructions are provided for illustrative purposes only; each manufacturer may 
provide different remote controls for different TV models.




