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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

10 Years of Deregulation and Competition:
Facilitating Growth, 1993-2003

August 1993 - sections 332(c) and 309(j) 
enacted

Deregulation through forbearance 
Preemption of state rate and entry regulation
FCC receives auction authority 

FCC implementation
Streamlined regulatory structure
Introduction of new facilities-based services
Flexible service rules



Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

10 Years of Deregulation and Competition:
Growth in the Mobile Telephone Industry

UP
780%

From 
16 Million 

Subscribers 
in 1993

UP
383%

From 
39,775 
Jobs in 

1993

UP
800%

From $14 
Billion as 

of
1993

DOWN
74%

From $0.44 
per minute 

in 1993

Subscribers Jobs Capital
Investment

Price per 
minute

142 Million
Subscribers in 2002

192,410 Jobs in
2002

$127 Billion
Invested as of 2002

$0.11 Per Minute 
in 2002Source: Cellular Telecommunications & Internet Association; FCC.

UP
200%

From 140 
MOUs in 

1993

Minutes of 
Use

427 Average Monthly 
MOUs in 2002


