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 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTPRIVATE 


           Memorandum 
    DATE:   
January 21, 2000 


REPLY TO   


 ATTN OF:   
Peter H. Doyle, Deputy Chief

Audio Services Division

  SUBJECT:   
AM New Station and Major Change Window

     TO:    
Joseph M. Davis, President

AFCCE

This memorandum responds to the issues raised in your January 12, 2000 memorandum to Roy Stewart regarding the January 24 – January 28, 2000 window for AM new and major change applications.  I appreciate the difficulties that you and the consulting engineering community have experienced with the Commission’s database conversion to CDBS.  We are working hard to eliminate errors in the database and to make available a utility program that would give the engineering community easy and convenient access to it.  We expect this process to be completed in the very near future.

I have received numerous calls on the upcoming window.  Based on those conversations, I believe that it may be useful to share the following information with your members.

1. The only technical review that the Audio Services Division will make with proposals filed during the window is to determine those applications that are mutually exclusive with other proposals filed in this same window.  At this initial stage we will not attempt to determine whether the proposals are acceptable.

2. After completing the mutual exclusivity study, “singleton” applicants will be invited to file their Form 301 applications.  It is not necessary to file the exact proposal submitted during the window (although any changes would have to protect other proposals filed in the window.)  This filing will provide an opportunity to modify technical proposals to protect prior-filed applications not reflected in the old database, but filed on or before the December 23, 1999 freeze.

3. Similarly, in those cases where window-filed proposals are mutually exclusive, applicants should have ample time prior to the auction to determine potential conflicts with prior-filed applications and whether technical changes are possible.  A tentative selectee will have the same opportunity to modify its technical proposal as we provide singleton filers at the time the tentative selectee files its Form 301 application.

4. All applications received by December 23, 1999 have been put on public notice.  To the extent an applicant finds it desirable to review a cut-off application, this can be done now at the Commission’s Public Reference Room.

5. Additional information about the upcoming auction may be obtained at www.fcc.gov/wtb/auctions/auc32_1.html.

We appreciate the guidance given us and the patience shown us by your members during this necessary transition to CDBS.  We continue to believe that this database conversion will make your work and ours easier, and that these benefits are close at hand.       






